Mrs. C. L., aged 50, about fourteen years ago noticed on the face the appearance of lesions which slowly increased in extent until about five years ago, since when their progress has been mnore rapid. One sister is said to be similarly affected, and lesions are beginning to appear in a second sister. Scattered over the face and neck are numerous firm, whitish, pin-head to peasized papules, which are less prominent in the central area of the face. The larger ones have been coagulated by diathermy. The diagnosis was thought to be epithelioma adenoides cysticum, but this wias disproved by the report on a section of a papule on the forehead.
It might be added that there are no fits in the famlily. Patient states that her father had a few small papules on his forehead. Pathological report on Nodule from the Forehead (W. FREI-DENTiLAL, M.D.) Epidermis and appendages. The epidermis is thin with the rete pegs almost completely flattened ouit. In place of hair follicles are deep horny recesses with dilated ostia, hairs are absent, only exceptionally is a very thin one found. Sometimes epithelial strands arise from these horny dimples. No sebaceous glands were found (in more than 60 sections). Adenoma sebaceum, the name given by Pringle, was somewhat unfortunate. The sebaceous glands in his case were numerous and large; there was a hypertrophy but not an adenoma of the sebaceous glands. Nor did any of the cases reported later show an adenoma. It wras found, however, that the little tumours in this disease showed a wide variety of histological changes, a classification of which was first attempted by Winkler.
This case may be put with Darier's fibro-angiomatous tumours which he originally considered to be different from adenoma sebaceum, but which we now regard as a variety of Pringle's disease. The special interest in our present sections lies in the whorled fibrous tissue reminiscent of the fine fibrillary arrangement seen in Recklinghausen's neurofibromatosis. It lends support to the idea first expressed by Hintz that there is a genetic link between the diseases of Pringle and Recklinghausen, in both of which structural changes of the nervous system may be combined with tumours of the skin.
